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to the meaning of this lunguage. No
one oRh raise the ibdde that the bl
wow  pending  before  the House o
troduesd by the gentleman from Ten:
Desses (Mro Simd) s not o direct
canfict with the declaration of the
Demoeratic  platform,  Personslly 1
belleve that the perty pledgs should
be Hved up 1o Inogood mith by those

who clalin allegisnce 10 party prio
Hples, but @8 thers are many hars
who differ with me In reference Lo
he binding effeet of & party plat-
forme 1 owill net o this time  en
tenvor 1o discues  the pending  bill

rom thist standpodag

“heet ab tennive fhe istae into the
westion as 1o whether (e platform
o this Democratie purty favoring ex
mption aof s of Ameriean ships
MEnged In codstwine trade through
he  Panstin cousl ia hest for the
tntion and the people of our countey,
rowhether the gentleman from Teu
jeseee o the bl now  pending be
ore the House repudiating the decls-
ation of the Democralie party, s
wopoiing  legislation  that  will he
o beneflelal 1o our nation and our
people”

Reprisentative  Underwood  guoted
Igures (o show  Lhat the ecost  of
paintenanoe of the canal and inter
At ol the government’s Invesiment
oulid e met easily without charg
g American vessels tolls and by
harging Torelgn vouneln o “fair and

easohable” 1ol e compured the
olln ehurged by the Briilsh s the
Juvz cansl with the propossd  Pan
una Tolls

SPhe purpose  of Congress,' aaid

e, “in providing o the deor for the
pening, malntenance, protection and
speration of the ostdl, ‘that no tolls
hall e levied upon vessels engaged
0 the cobstwise teade of the United
dtmtes,' and providing  ueibher that
1 whould teft diseretionary  with
b president of the Unlied States
o exempt from tolls our ships en
ged in forsign trade, wias an efforg
on the part of Congress o diperime
nnle In favor of American shipping
sl 1o reestblish our merehanl ma:
This has been a pollcy of the
Ivsmoeratie party cives the beghining
d the government,  The Demoeratie
Wty his never stood for direet sub-
ddies but hos wlways favored sube
centions and discrimingtions In favor
of ounr shipplng

W owe have bullt Jhe canul for the
penetll, of an Amndrican merchint ma
vine gnd oot for the practical exclu:
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wopt & policy of diseriminaticn o
favor of Ameriosan ships, oF we muas
i e end phy lodirect Subsidies to
i bie sldps to compete  with
dips of Torvign nations, The sulsi
Al diseriwinations  that  Euro-
e gOVErnments have given o hwir
hdpplng practioally
driven American ships from the Beas.
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